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STUDIES ON SYNTHESIS SIMULATION
OF PHLOROTANNINS*

Yan Xiaojun, Fan Xiao, Zhang Yanxia, Chen Nianhong and Han Lijun

(Instituse of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

ABSTRACT

Phlorotannins are polymers of phloroglucinol known only from brown algae with
various bioactivities. But studies on biosynthesis pathway of phlorotannins have rarely
been reported. Studies on the autoxidation process of phloroglucinol revealed that
polymerization occurred during autoxidation and that the ultraviolet spectrum of
polymers was similar to that of phlorotannins., High Performance Liquid Chromato-
graphy analysis indicated that molecular weight distribution of polymers was diverse

and similar to natural analogue.

* Contribution No. 2581 from the Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences.



